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Preface

This book is a family literature companion for classical language arts. It is meant to sit beside the books themselves, giving children steady practice in spelling, narration, composition, close observation, and creative projects.

The units are intentionally repeatable. Each classic includes:


	spelling words drawn from the language, atmosphere, and themes of the book

	short copywork and dictation suggestions

	narration questions for oral and written retelling

	writing prompts that move from sentence craft to paragraphs and essays

	projects that invite children to make, map, perform, compare, and explain



The goal is not to replace reading. The goal is to make reading fruitful.








1 Using This Companion

Each literature unit can be used over one to four weeks, depending on the age of the student and the pace of family reading.


1.1 A Simple Weekly Pattern

Day 1: Read and narrate. Read the assigned chapters aloud or independently. Ask for a short oral narration before any written work.

Day 2: Spelling and copywork. Introduce five to ten spelling words. Choose a short, excellent sentence from the reading for copywork.

Day 3: Dictation and discussion. Dictate a sentence from the reading or from the student’s own narration. Discuss one character choice, one vivid description, and one new word.

Day 4: Writing. Choose one writing prompt. Younger students may answer in three to five sentences. Older students may write a paragraph or short essay.

Day 5: Project or polish. Work on a project, revise writing, read aloud, or give an informal presentation.



1.2 Adapting by Age

For younger students, keep the writing oral first. Let them dictate answers before copying a final version.

For middle students, expect complete sentences, paragraph shape, and careful spelling correction.

For older students, add comparison, thesis statements, quotations from the book, and a short revision checklist.





2 Classical Language Arts Rhythm

This companion follows a classical pattern: receive good language, remember it, imitate it, and then make something with it.


2.1 Core Practices

Narration trains attention and memory. Ask, “What happened?” before asking for analysis.

Copywork trains the hand, the eye, and the ear. A beautiful sentence is worth copying slowly.

Dictation trains spelling, punctuation, and grammatical awareness in context.

Composition begins with imitation and grows toward independent judgment.

Projects give students a reason to organize knowledge and present it clearly.



2.2 A Note on Spelling

The spelling lists in this book are not meant to be isolated vocabulary drills. They should be spoken, noticed in context, copied, sorted by pattern, and used in original sentences.









3 Aesop’s Fables

Short fables are ideal first lessons in narration, moral reasoning, and concise writing.


3.1 Spelling Words




	Core Words
	Challenge Words





	fable
	consequence



	moral
	patience



	fox
	gratitude



	lion
	deception



	mouse
	generosity



	crow
	foolishness



	grapes
	quarrel



	boast
	kindness



	trick
	justice



	wise
	humility







3.2 Word Study


	Sort words by short vowel and long vowel sounds.

	Find words that name virtues and vices.

	Write three original sentences using one animal, one action, and one moral word.





3.3 Narration


	Retell one fable in three sentences: beginning, turning point, and lesson.

	Name the character who changes least and explain why.

	State the moral without using the exact traditional wording.





3.4 Writing Prompts


	Write a new fable about two animals who want the same thing.

	Explain the difference between cleverness and wisdom.

	Choose one fable and write its lesson as advice to a younger child.





3.5 Projects


	Make a small illustrated fable booklet with five fables and five morals.

	Perform a fable with simple narration and two speaking parts.

	Create a virtue-and-vice chart from ten fables.







4 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

Lewis Carroll’s story gives students practice with wordplay, logic, absurdity, and precise description.


4.1 Spelling Words




	Core Words
	Challenge Words





	rabbit
	curious



	bottle
	peculiar



	garden
	nonsense



	queen
	argument



	card
	conversation



	dream
	evidence



	grow
	ridiculous



	shrink
	contradiction



	tea
	imagination



	trial
	identity







4.2 Word Study


	List words that describe changes in size, mood, or direction.

	Find compound words or invented-sounding phrases during reading.

	Write five sentences beginning with “If…” and ending with a surprising result.





4.3 Narration


	Retell one episode as if it were perfectly ordinary.

	Explain one rule in Wonderland that does not make sense.

	Describe Alice’s character using three adjectives and one example for each.





4.4 Writing Prompts


	Write a paragraph about a place where the rules keep changing.

	Invent a conversation in which two characters misunderstand the same word.

	Compare a dream adventure with a real journey.





4.5 Projects


	Draw a map of Wonderland that shows at least five scenes.

	Build a “logic card” game with rules that change each round.

	Create a small dictionary of Wonderland words and meanings.







5 Treasure Island

Robert Louis Stevenson’s adventure supports lessons in courage, greed, loyalty, suspense, and first-person narration.


5.1 Spelling Words




	Core Words
	Challenge Words





	island
	adventure



	sailor
	mutiny



	ship
	treasure



	cabin
	voyage



	map
	courage



	chest
	suspicion



	pirate
	dangerous



	captain
	loyalty



	sword
	cowardice



	secret
	wilderness







5.2 Word Study


	Sort nautical words from character-trait words.

	Keep a running list of words connected to danger.

	Write sentences using three map words: north, coast, and harbor.





5.3 Narration


	Retell a chapter from Jim Hawkins’s point of view.

	Identify a moment when a character must choose whom to trust.

	Explain how Stevenson creates suspense before danger appears.





5.4 Writing Prompts


	Write a ship log for one day of the voyage.

	Describe a hidden place without naming what is hidden there.

	Argue whether courage means feeling no fear or acting despite fear.





5.5 Projects


	Draw a treasure map with a key, compass rose, and written directions.

	Make a character loyalty chart that changes as the story develops.

	Present a short report on sailing terms used in the novel.







6 Little Women

Louisa May Alcott’s novel invites attention to family life, moral growth, work, friendship, and the shaping of character.


6.1 Spelling Words




	Core Words
	Challenge Words





	sister
	character



	family
	sacrifice



	mother
	generous



	hearth
	responsibility



	letter
	affection



	dress
	ambition



	music
	contentment



	work
	forgiveness



	kind
	perseverance



	home
	conscience







6.2 Word Study


	Group words into home, work, virtue, and feeling.

	Choose three virtue words and write an example from the story for each.

	Practice spelling words with suffixes: kindness, generous, forgiveness, perseverance.





6.3 Narration


	Narrate one chapter by focusing only on Jo’s choices.

	Explain how one sister’s weakness can also be connected to a strength.

	Describe a scene of ordinary home life and why it matters.





6.4 Writing Prompts


	Write a letter from one sister to another after a difficult day.

	Compare ambition with duty.

	Describe a family custom that helps form character.





6.5 Projects


	Create a March family character chart with virtues, faults, and growth.

	Plan a simple service project inspired by the novel.

	Stage a short parlor performance with narration and dialogue.







7 The Secret Garden

Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel is well suited for observing setting, transformation, friendship, and the relationship between outward habits and inward life.


7.1 Spelling Words




	Core Words
	Challenge Words





	flea
	transformation



	robin
	disagreeable



	key
	curiosity



	manor
	loneliness



	moor
	friendship



	plant
	restoration



	seed
	cheerful



	earth
	stubbornness



	bloom
	invalid



	fresh
	perseverance







7.2 Word Study


	Sort words into nature words and character words.

	Track words that show growth or change.

	Write five sensory phrases about a garden: sight, sound, smell, touch, and movement.





7.3 Narration


	Retell the discovery of the garden as a sequence of clues.

	Explain how Mary’s habits change through the story.

	Describe how the garden affects more than one character.





7.4 Writing Prompts


	Write a before-and-after description of a neglected place restored to beauty.

	Explain why secrets can be harmful, helpful, or both.

	Compare physical health and cheerfulness in the novel.




Open your response packet


	Emma - The Secret Garden

	James - The Secret Garden



Write under the next open assignment heading in your book packet.





7.5 Projects


	Design a garden plan with labels for paths, plants, and hidden places.

	Keep a one-week nature journal with sketches and observations.

	Make a transformation timeline for Mary, Colin, and the garden.




Open your project report packet


	Emma - The Secret Garden

	James - The Secret Garden



Write under the project report heading in your book packet.







8 The Wind in the Willows

Kenneth Grahame’s story offers rich descriptive language, friendship, comic misbehavior, and memorable seasonal settings.


8.1 Spelling Words




	Core Words
	Challenge Words





	river
	hospitality



	mole
	contentment



	rat
	adventure



	toad
	reckless



	badger
	splendid



	boat
	wanderer



	road
	consequence



	home
	companion



	woods
	mischief



	feast
	repentance







8.2 Word Study


	Group words by setting: river, road, woods, and home.

	Find words that describe Toad’s behavior.

	Write three sentences that begin with prepositional phrases about place.





8.3 Narration


	Retell an episode as a calm report, then as an exciting adventure.

	Explain what makes a good friend in the story.

	Describe how home and travel are both treated as good things.





8.4 Writing Prompts


	Write a riverbank description using at least four senses.

	Explain whether Toad is funny, foolish, or both.

	Write a dialogue between two friends who disagree about an adventure.





8.5 Projects


	Create a seasonal calendar for the story’s major scenes.

	Make a friendship map showing how the main characters help one another.

	Build a small travel brochure for the riverbank, road, or Wild Wood.











9 Student Dashboard

Use this page as the family launch point for student writing. Each link should point to a specific Google Doc that already belongs to that student and book.

The links below are placeholders. After the Google Docs are created, replace each GOOGLE_DOC_ID with the real document ID.


9.1 Emma









	Book
	Response Packet
	Status





	Aesop’s Fables
	Open Emma’s packet
	Not started



	Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
	Open Emma’s packet
	Not started



	Treasure Island
	Open Emma’s packet
	Not started



	Little Women
	Open Emma’s packet
	Not started



	The Secret Garden
	Open Emma’s packet
	Ready



	The Wind in the Willows
	Open Emma’s packet
	Not started







9.2 James









	Book
	Response Packet
	Status





	Aesop’s Fables
	Open James’s packet
	Not started



	Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
	Open James’s packet
	Not started



	Treasure Island
	Open James’s packet
	Not started



	Little Women
	Open James’s packet
	Not started



	The Secret Garden
	Open James’s packet
	Ready



	The Wind in the Willows
	Open James’s packet
	Not started







9.3 Parent Review Queue

Use this section when a student finishes an assignment and needs review.











	Student
	Book
	Assignment
	Review Link
	Parent Notes





	Emma
	The Secret Garden
	Before-and-after description
	Review Emma’s packet
	



	James
	The Secret Garden
	Garden plan project report
	Review James’s packet
	







9.4 Link Rules


	Student links should go to existing documents with /edit, not /copy.

	Template links should live only on the parent workflow page.

	Finished assignments should be dated inside the packet so the same document can hold a whole book’s worth of work.







10 Google Docs Packet Workflow

This page mocks up a controlled Google Docs workflow for student writing. Instead of asking students to create a new copy for every prompt, the parent creates one response packet per student per book. The EPUB and HTML book then link each student to the correct packet.


10.1 Parent Setup


	Create a master packet template in Google Docs.

	Make one copy for each student and book.

	Name each copy with this pattern:



Student Name - Book Title - Response Packet


	Place the copies in student folders, such as Classical Language Arts / Emma and Classical Language Arts / James.

	Share each packet with the correct student.

	Paste each packet’s /edit link into the Student Dashboard and the matching unit page.





10.2 Example Packet Links

These are placeholders for the real documents:









	Student
	Book
	Packet Link





	Emma
	The Secret Garden
	https://docs.google.com/document/d/EMMA_SECRET_GARDEN_GOOGLE_DOC_ID/edit



	James
	The Secret Garden
	https://docs.google.com/document/d/JAMES_SECRET_GARDEN_GOOGLE_DOC_ID/edit







10.3 Student Workflow


	Open the literature unit.

	Choose a writing prompt or project.

	Select the student’s own packet link.

	Write under the correct assignment heading.

	Mark the assignment as ready for review at the top of the packet.





10.4 Unit Page Link Pattern

For a real curriculum page, a prompt section might include links like this:


Open your response packet


	Emma - The Secret Garden

	James - The Secret Garden







10.5 Optional Family Drive Structure

Classical Language Arts
  Templates
    Master Book Response Packet
    Project Report Insert
  Emma
    Aesop
    The Secret Garden
    Treasure Island
  James
    Aesop
    The Secret Garden
    Treasure Island
  Parent Review
    Ready for Review
    Reviewed



10.6 Setup Checklist

For each book:
  1. Copy the master packet for Emma.
  2. Copy the master packet for James.
  3. Rename both documents.
  4. Share each document with the correct student.
  5. Replace the placeholder links in this Quarto book.
  6. Render the HTML and EPUB versions again.



10.7 Parent Review Pattern

Use Google Docs comments for corrections and questions. Keep a short parent review box near the top of the document so each response packet becomes a portfolio artifact.

Parent Review
Latest assignment reviewed:
Strength:
Correction to practice:
Next step:

  Aesop
  The Secret Garden
  Treasure Island
Child 2
  Aesop
  The Secret Garden
  Treasure Island


## Parent Review Pattern

Use Google Docs comments for corrections and questions. Keep the final grade or parent notes at the top of the document so each response becomes an easy portfolio artifact.


`<!-- quarto-file-metadata: eyJyZXNvdXJjZURpciI6Ii4ifQ== -->`{=html}

```{=html}
<!-- quarto-file-metadata: eyJyZXNvdXJjZURpciI6Ii4iLCJib29rSXRlbVR5cGUiOiJjaGFwdGVyIiwiYm9va0l0ZW1OdW1iZXIiOjExLCJib29rSXRlbUZpbGUiOiJzdHVkZW50LXJlc3BvbnNlLXRlbXBsYXRlLnFtZCIsImJvb2tJdGVtRGVwdGgiOjF9 -->





11 Student Response Packet Template

This page shows the content that could live inside the master Google Doc template. The parent copies this template once per student per book. Students write all assignments for that book inside the same packet.


11.1 Template Text

Classical Language Arts Response Packet

Student:
Book:
Started:

Review Status
[ ] Working
[ ] Ready for parent review
[ ] Reviewed

Parent Review
Latest assignment reviewed:
Strength:
Correction to practice:
Next step:

Spelling Words for This Book
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Assignment 1: Narration
Date:
Prompt:

My Response:


Revision Checklist
[ ] I answered the prompt.
[ ] I used complete sentences.
[ ] I included a specific detail from the book.
[ ] I checked capitalization and punctuation.
[ ] I checked this unit's spelling words.
[ ] I read my work aloud and improved one sentence.

Assignment 2: Writing Prompt
Date:
Prompt:

Before Writing
- What happened in the reading?
- Which character, place, or idea will I write about?
- Which spelling words should I try to use?

My Response:


Revision Checklist
[ ] I answered the prompt.
[ ] I used complete sentences.
[ ] I included a specific detail from the book.
[ ] I checked capitalization and punctuation.
[ ] I checked this unit's spelling words.
[ ] I read my work aloud and improved one sentence.

Assignment 3: Project Report
Date:
Project:

What I Made:

What It Shows About the Book:

What I Would Improve:



11.2 Example Filled In

Classical Language Arts Response Packet

Student: Emma
Book: The Secret Garden
Started: June 13, 2026

Review Status
[ ] Working
[x] Ready for parent review
[ ] Reviewed

Parent Review
Latest assignment reviewed:
Strength:
Correction to practice:
Next step:

Spelling Words for This Book
1. garden
2. earth
3. bloom
4. cheerful
5. restoration

Assignment 2: Writing Prompt
Date: June 13, 2026
Prompt: Write a before-and-after description of a neglected place restored to beauty.

My Response:
At first the garden looked forgotten. The earth was hard, the paths were hidden, and the plants seemed asleep. After Mary began to care for it, the place slowly changed. Green shoots appeared, flowers began to bloom, and the air felt cheerful. The restoration of the garden also helped the children become stronger and happier.

Revision Checklist
[x] I answered the prompt.
[x] I used complete sentences.
[x] I included a specific detail from the book.
[x] I checked capitalization and punctuation.
[x] I checked this unit's spelling words.
[x] I read my work aloud and improved one sentence.





12 Planning Pages

Use these pages to shape the book into a family curriculum.


12.1 Unit Planning Template




	Week
	Reading
	Spelling Focus
	Writing Assignment
	Project





	1
	
	
	
	



	2
	
	
	
	



	3
	
	
	
	



	4
	
	
	
	







12.2 Student Writing Checklist


	I used complete sentences.

	I began sentences with capital letters.

	I ended sentences with correct punctuation.

	I checked the spelling words for this unit.

	I included a specific detail from the book.

	I read my work aloud and improved one sentence.





12.3 Future Unit Ideas


	Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe

	Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift

	The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan

	Anne of Green Gables by L. M. Montgomery

	The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling

	Black Beauty by Anna Sewell







References

The literature units are designed around public-domain classics commonly available through library editions and public text repositories.
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